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Introduction: The design of urban blocks containing a number of buildings is
influenced by various parameters such as size, number, geometry, and arrangement of
blocks. These parameters have a significant impact on the energy consumption of the
complex. Considering the optimum value for these factors in the design process,
especially in the early stages of the design process, makes it possible to reduce energy
demand and its costs. The currentstudy investigates the effect of building block size in
an urban layout on the annual heating and cooling load of the whole complex. Although
a number of recent researches have already been done focusing on a similar problem,
there is no clear quantitative explanation of the impact of the size of the building
blocks in an urban layout on the total energy consumption of a complex. Accordingly,
the aim of this research is to find a possible relationship between the size distribution
in the building blocks of an urban layout and its annual cooling and heating load. This
research is trying to clarify that when designing an urban layout, with the aim of
reducing energy consumption, how and in what proportion its total area should be
distributed in different building blocks.

Methodology: For the first stage, the research variables, including the size and heating
and cooling load, have been defined. The second stage includes designing a generative
model which provides different building block sizes and layouts on a specific site.
According to the design principles of residential apartments in Tehran, each building
block has 5 floors and the distance between the building blocks is at least 6 and at most
18 meters. This step has been done through Python programming in the Grasshopper
plugin of Rhino software. The generative model produced 28,417 different urban
layouts, 2% of which were randomly selected for the simulation of annual heating and
cooling load. In the third stage, the heating and cooling load of each layout containing
building blocks is calculated using a simulation process in the HoneyBee plugin, which
these days have been increasingly used in recent researches, especially in those that
have a parametric approach (such as the present research). The Simulation was
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performed in Tehran, for all 24 hours during the 21st of June and 21st of December,
which are partly the most critical days of the year in terms of heating and cooling load.
In the simulation process, windows were transparent and triple layered were; In such
a way, the window-to-wall ratio in the south, north, east, and west views was 30, 5, 20,
and 15, respectively. Also, the specifications of the walls were considered based on
topic 19 of Iran's national building regulations. The utility of the complex was defined
as residential and the range of thermal comfort was set between 20.4 and 26.8 degrees
Celsius in summer and between 20.4 and 23 degrees Celsius in winter. In the last step,
the correlation between the size distribution in building blocks (as an independent
variable) and the cooling and heating load of the complex (as a dependent variable)
was tested using SPSS.

Result: Considering that the average size of the buildings in the block is the same for
all simulated layouts and apart from that, it does not give much information about the
size distribution in the buildings; Therefore, the variance, standard deviation,
skewness, and kurtosis in the size of the building blocks of each layout were used as
independent variables. Correlation analysis indicates that in Tehran, the cooling load
has a more significant proportion of total energy consumption, rather than heating.
However, the difference between the highest and the lowest values was much greater
in the heating load than in the cooling load. While there was a difference of about 20%
between the highest and lowest cooling load in the layouts; However, the lowest value
of the heating load was almost 5 times lower than the highest value. The strong
negative correlation between cooling loads and variance indicates that the greater the
variety of block sizes in a set, the lower the cooling load. Also, the positive correlation
between cooling loads and the elongation of the size of the blocks indicates that the
more fragmented of blocks in a set, the more suitable they will be in terms of cooling
load.

Discussion: The research findings show that the use of large and small sizes (not
average), with the aim of creating the maximum difference between the sizes of the
buildings of a complex, will have the best results in terms of energy consumption.
Larger buildings have a lower surface-to-volume ratio. Previous studies have shown
that buildings with a lower surface-to-volume ratio are more energy efficient due to
less possible energy waste. In smaller buildings, ventilation and air circulation around
the building are more possible, which makes them perform better in the hot season
and reduces the required cooling energy.

Conclusion: The findings of the research indicate that the annual cooling and heating
load decreases with the greater dispersion of the size of the buildings in a complex.
Also, the symmetry in this size difference leads to some improvement in energy
consumption. Based on this, the findings of this research can help urban designers and
architects in the early stages of designing a complex to design complexes with less
cooling and heating load. In this framework, the following principles can be
recommended to urban designers and architects:

- In the early stages of designing a complex consisting of several buildings, it is better
to have a large variety of sizes in building blocks and to also be unequal in size as much
as possible.

- It is better than the size of each building in a collection is as much as possible more or
less than its average value in the whole collection.

- It is better that the size distribution of buildings around the average is relatively
symmetrical; Although this issue does not have as much impact as the previous ones.

Highlights:

e The achievement of this research will help to achieve efficient energy texture in cities.
e In this research, a method for efficient energy design in any desired situation and
location is presented.
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Occupation_Plot = Plot_Area * (Occupation_Ratio/100)
B_max = Occupation_Plot - ((NoB - 1) * B_min)

if B_max > B_max_Limit:
B max = B_max_Limit
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Block_Arr = [list(Blocks) for Blocks in it.combinations_with_replacement (Possible_Dimensions, NoB) if sum
(Blocks) == Occupation_Plot]

r.shuffle (Block_Arr)
foriin range (len(Block Arr) - 1):
r.shuffle(Block_Arr[i])
while count <= int(len(Block_Arr)*(SRP/100)-1):
R = r.randint(0,len(Block _Arr)-1)
if R not in Sample_Seed:
Sample_Seed.append(R)
count +=1
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