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Introduction: One of the problems faced by societies in the present age is the separation of man
from spiritual foundations and focusing on the material aspects of life. For more than a century,
the category of the Islamic city has been the focus of researchers for various purposes. But we
see the existence of many questions, ambiguities, and unknowns, as well as incorrect
assumptions in the field of the Islamic city. Considering the poverty of scientific theorizing in
Islamic societies and the production and export of knowledge on the one hand and the
theoretical capacity of Islamic worldview and ideology in solving urban problems and issues, on
the other hand, it is necessary to systematically identify the quiddity of the Islamic city in order
to use it in urban planning with the ability to respond to the requirements of the day of urban
planning problems of the world.

Methodology: This research is fundamental in terms of its purpose and descriptive-analytical in
terms of its method. In the collection of data in this qualitative research, documents and library
resources were used, and content analysis and meta-analysis methods were used in the analysis
of the findings.

Results: The results of the research indicate that after the documentary studies, the
studies conducted in the Islamic city so far can be classified into four main categories:
The physical aspect of the Islamic city, the social nature of the Islamic city, the
governance and management of the Islamic city and the relation of philosophy of Mulla
Sadra and the justice aspect of the Islamic city. Secondary concepts of the physical
dimension include mosque-orientation, introversion, neighborhood orientation, and
naturalism, which include 11 primary concepts and 50 primary codes. Secondary
concepts of social nature include social security, civic ethics, social supervision, social
participation, social justice, social duties, strong social interactions, and neighborhood,
which include seven concepts and 50 primary codes. Secondary concepts of
governance and management include divine sovereignty, Islamic management, and
economic prosperity, which include six concepts and 28 primary codes. Secondary
concepts of Mulla Sadra's Islamic philosophy and social justice include utopia policies
and leadership, citizen participation, utopian justice, and Process growth and
development, which include four concepts and 9 primary codes.

Discussion: The results of the meta-analyses show that none of the mentioned discussion
groups can explain the nature and meaning of the Islamic city in a testable way for various
possibilities of place and time, lonely. Based on the studies and analysis, considering the existing
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issues and the lack of a comprehensive definition of the concept of the Islamic city, it can be said
that there are many theories and viewpoints in this field, which are numerous and each of them
has a different direction and attitude. At the same time, they are not complete, in dealing with
what the Islamic city is, what is most noticeable is the need to reach a common and fundamental
point in the theoretical field so that the foundation of Islamic urban planning activities can be
based on it. A theoretical concept that is able to respond to the needs of the day and existing
problems of the city and urban development and has the ability to be used in different
geographical and time intervals. In a sense, the Islamic city includes all the definitions that have
been examined and proposed in this research, but none of the existing opinions alone provide a
comprehensive definition of this concept. In fact, we need to present a holistic definition that,
while removing the misunderstandings of the existing views, has the ability to appear in
different contexts and possibilities. Based on the results obtained in this research and
considering that philosophy is a powerful tool for providing theoretical infrastructure in
scientific fields, benefiting from Islamic philosophy to present the concept and essence of the
Islamic city provides the expected coherence. Therefore, "Islamic city" is a relative concept and
it is not possible to clearly judge any city and call it Islamic or non-Islamic or build a completely
Islamic city. What is important is to try to be on the right path and realize the main feature of the
Islamic city, which is justice, so that the residents of the city move on the path of their
perfection. The more a city can provide the fields of the realization of justice in the social,
economic, and physical fields, the closer it is to this concept and the less successful it is in this
direction; it will distance itself from the concept of an Islamic city.

Conclusion: The Islamic city does not have an absolute nature and has a relative nature. Based
on justice, cities can move towards becoming more Islamic during their degrees of perfection.
Islamic city is a process, not a goal.

Highlights:
Avoiding objective repetition of elements and functions of Islamic cities in the past and the
ability to respond to the requirements of the day of urban planning.
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