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Introduction: Urban planning in the Qajar period is the breaking point of the traditional past
with the modern future of Iran. It paves the way for the emergence of the thinking of the two
decades of the first Pahlavi period. Many changes occurred in Uzbekistan during this period
under Soviet modernization. For a long, Central Asia has been home to essential cultures and
civilizations in a mosaic of ethnicities, religions, and nationalities. Urban civilizations and
nomadic settlements coexisted in this region and influenced one another. A review of
Uzbekistan's history and sociopolitical developments reveals Central Asia's influence on the
region, particularly Iran. Much of Central Asia, especially the Greater Khorasan, and Transoxiana
(present-day Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan), was part of the Persian Kingdom or
controlled by its central government for a long time. However, this region was separated from
the heartland in the 19th century and late Qajar Era through a series of events. Finally, on
September 21st, 1881, Imperial Russia signed the Treaty of Akhal and the Qajar-ruled Persia,
establishing borders between the two states in Turkmen lands east of the Caspian Sea,
legitimizing the Russian occupation of Khwarazm. Over the seven decades of Soviet rule, the
central government was the exclusive curator of cultural, artistic, and urban development
activities across the vast empire. All-inclusive modernist transformations were launched in
culture, arts, architecture, and urban planning. Thus, urban planning and developments in Iran
and Uzbekistan during these periods have similarities and differences. The present study
explains the role of the modernist cultural, political, and social currents governing these
communities and their effects on the urban squares of Iran and Uzbekistan during the Qajar and
the first Pahlavi periods to answer these questions: Have the modernist cultural, political, and
social currents in the countries of Iran and Uzbekistan been influential in the evolution of urban
squares in these two countries? Which structures, natures, and aspects of urban planning were
similar or different in Iran and Uzbekistan during the Qajar and the first Pahlavi periods?

Methodology: This study is historical, and comparative and conductedusing a qualitative
approach with the help of documentary studies. It used a historical-interpretive method to
gather historical and theoretical foundations and the descriptive-analytical research method to
analyze and compare the changes in urban planning and the design of urban squares in Iran and

This article was derived from Nazanin Eslami's doctoral thesis entitled "A Comparative Study of Currents of Thought Affecting the Formation
of Architecture in Iran and Uzbekistan in the Contemporary Period ."It was supervised by Dr. Fariba Alborzi and advised by Dr. Hossein
Soltanzadeh at the Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning of the Islamic Azad University, Qazvin branch.
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Uzbekistan. The study's statistical population included all the squares that underwent physical
and functional changes in the Qajar and the first Pahlavi periods under the effect of modernist
ideas. Its sample included those squares in a similar period with similar physical, functional, and
objective changes.

Results: The results showed that the modernist components in all three objective, physical, and
functional dimensions had been manifested similarly in the two countries, and the emergence of
functional components has been more significant than the other two components. The results suggest
that the design of the squares in modern ways has emerged similarly in both countries with the
components such as the functional mixing of land uses around the square, physical extroversion, visual
transparency, and the construction of buildings in the neoclassical style.

Discussion: As classical Iranian Architecture went out of fashion, Iranian cities are poised for
renovation. Several factors, including the administrative national development plans, rapid growth
in urban population, the introduction of master plans, and technical-technological progress,
influenced these Developments in contemporary Iranian architecture.

Considering the discussions in the Theoretical Foundations Section, the components of the
modernist approaches were classified under objective (ornaments and fagade), physical (form and
volume), and functional (spatial relationships and compatibility with the context) categories.
Conclusion: According to the results, the modernist approaches in the evolution of urban squares
in Iran and Uzbekistan are similar as far as some objective, physical, and functional components are
concerned. As a response to the study questions and assumptions, the modernist approaches were
primarily affected by the prevailing social, political, and intellectual situation in the governments,
and the different layers of the societies in the two countries, and similar modernist approaches
emerged in the two countries. The reasons for this similarity in different aspects can be attributed
to technical-technological developments, the introduction of new construction materials, the
development of master plans, and a fundamental shift in the tendencies of architects in both
countries. Initially, the effort to implement Western (European and American) models involved
functionalist construction without regard for the historical and cultural background.

Highlight:
e  The experience of modernity "with the characteristic of being suspended" and its effect
on cultural, political, social, and urban renewal systems is a common aspect between
the contemporary urban planning of Iran and Uzbekistan.

e This common aspect indicates that the modernist components in each dimension of the
design of urban squares (objective, physical, and functional) with shared cultural,
political, and social origins have emerged similarly.
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