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Introduction: Iran has seen an increase in the demand for housing in recent decades,
prompting several attempts to boost the supply. In this process, less attention has been
given to the quality of the house. The most delicate planning consideration is always
the determination of housing quality indicators; however, many large Iranian cities are
facing with increasing problems and issues, including the disarray of urban spaces and
uses, the distance between one's place of employment and place of residence, the
deterioration of older neighborhoods, the increase in street traffic, social and economic
inequality, non-homogeneous distribution of health and social welfare, unequal access
to health, educational, and recreational services, and most crucially, adequate housing
for everyone. Various strategies, including livability, have been implemented to
address these global issues. However, this idea speaks to the quality of life and how
one lives in one's surroundings. This article explores the impact of the architectural
features of this environment on livability while looking at the local buildings of Amlash
city, which serve as important examples in the province of Gilan. What impact does
Amlash's domestic dwelling components have on livability is the study question. What
qualities of Amlash domestic architecture can be achieved to make modern homes
more livable? In order to develop an appropriate assessment system, this study first
targets the theoretical aspects of livability in a step-by-step manner. After explaining
the notion and its constituents, an analysis of residential architecture is conducted to
determine the causal relationship between the composition and elements of this
architectural style in urban settings. Previous research studies verify that livability and
quality of life may be assessed by examining the physical attributes of housing, the
environmental attributes, and the social aspects of the dwelling. However, the studies
above do not mention the direct relationship between housing and the impact of its
components on livability and quality of life.Thus, this study makes an attempt to
address the connection between housing and enhancing livability..

Methodology: The present study employs a descriptive-analytical method within the
framework of structuralism. Having investigated the problem of livability and
ascertained its objective and subjective aspects, the research describes and scrutinizes

" This article is taken from Dr. Alireza Padashi Emlashi's thesis entitled "Rethinking Ecological Housing with a livable Approach”, led by Dr.
Homa Irani Behbahani, Dr. Mojgan Khakpour and Dr. Alireza Bandar Abad at the Islamic Azad University, School of Architecture and Urban

Development. Tehran center

Cite this article: Padashi Amlashi, A., Irani Behbahani, H., Khakpour . M. Andesta.F. (2023). Recognizing the components of
indigenous housing from livability perspective (Case study: Amlash city). Urban Planning Knowledge, 7(4), 96-112.
Doi: 10.22124/UPK.2024.19759.1648


mailto:hirani@ut.ac.ir

T

University of Guilan

Urban Planning Knowledge %K

ISSN: 2645-5412

the domestic architecture of Gilan and the city of Amlash. Subsequently, the
characteristics of subjective livability in this architecture are analyzed which is
positioned precisely. The research is grounded in the opinions of experts like Amos
Rappaport and Hassan Fathi. The research's credible hypothesis is based on the
contemporary nature of domestic housing characteristics as they manifest worldview
values and daily lifestyles; however, because the current research is exploratory, it
addresses the phenomenon's detailed analysis without making assumptions. In the
theoretical portion of the research, documentary studies and field investigations form
the basis of the data-collecting methodology. The study samples are tracked using the
established indicators, and the structures' examination using the map documentation
addresses how well the livability features of domestic architecture mesh with
analytical reasoning.

Results: The results demonstrate that the functional aspects and spaces of this design,
which are visible in case examples, and the functionality of structural components,
have an impact on the qualities of habitability in indigenous housing. The study's
findings highlight the livability qualities found in Amlash city's residential architecture,
including the physical structure of the home's compatibility with the environment, its
provision of comfort and well-being, its ability to foster a sense of identity and place-
based belonging, its ability to satisfy its occupants, and its appropriate quality of life,
which emphasizeson subjective qualities.

Discusion: The term "livability" often refers to "suitability for human life" and is
equated with quality of life, as well as having access to food, clean air, affordable
housing, productive jobs, green space, and infrastructure (such as water, sewage,
transportation, and communication). The parks are fully reserved and livability is the
collection of both observable and intangible characteristics that contribute to a place's
appeal and desirability. There are two types of livability indicators: subjective and
objective. The compatibility of the physical structure with the environment and
identity, components that may be traced back to domestic architecture seems to be
more linked to the theme of this study than other components among them.

One might say that domestic structures are an obvious example of the application of
local knowledge since they are the product of centuries of thought and practice. One of
the fundamental tenets of domestic architecture is the building's adaptation to the
surrounding environment in order to achieve comfortable climate conditions. Another
feature of this type of architecture is the involvement of people in the building process
rather than the making of individual decisions; this leads to compliance with the
elements of mental livability, such as social values and solidarity. Based on this, it can
be said that domestic architecture is the kind that develops inside communities and,
over time, adjusts to social and climatic circumstances in order to become livable. It is
therefore the architecture created by and for the people.

Gilan's residential architecture has been able to adapt to the unique climatic conditions
of the area for many years, in addition to being a product of the community's culture
and harmonious with the unique environment. Domestic housing in the country's
north has evolved simply to fit the region's unique topography and environment,
giving it a distinctive look from Najd, Iran. The domestic architecture found in the Gilan
region is a product of the interaction between man and nature. Because of the region's
moderate climate, as well as the unique climatic conditions and microclimates found in
the Jolgeh and Mianband regions, the majority of the region's residents spend their
days’ outdoors. Because of this, the architecture's design was crafted to preserve
people's vast and ongoing visual and behavioral ties to their surroundings, which is
regarded as one of the essential elements of objective livability. However, at the
moment, not only are local materials not being used in the house construction process
in Gilan, but the architectural model's development has also been interrupted, and
local architectural principles are routinely disregarded in contemporary buildings.

The climatic characteristics of Gilan, including constant rainfall and high atmospheric
humidity, are the most influential aspects of the region's architectural style. For this
purpose, buildings are designed to guard against adverse weather factors and regulate
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environmental conditions and enhance the comfort of residents to create a favorable
living environment. The relative humidity of the air has led to the separation of
buildings and the formation of an open structure, as well as measures to escape from
the rising humidity of the earth; nevertheless, the rainfall of the Mediterranean climate
in the region has been a significant factor in determining the regional architectural
standard. These features not only make the physical structure of the building
compatible with the natural environment but also make the quality of living suitable
and also identify the architectural identity of this region. Both objective and subjective
livability characteristicsare certain, as evidenced by common architectural
characteristics in the regions of Gilan. In a general theory, two main categories of
factors influence the formation of domestic housing in Gilan: climate and cultural
lifestyle. In conjunction with the unique characteristics of Gilan's climate, the region's
sociocultural characteristics determine the architectural form. Consequently, the
transparent living spaces of Gilan's domestic housing, developed in response to
climatic requirements, do not conflict with religious and cultural requirements.
Because of its unique climate, cultural background, and historical circumstances,
Gilan's residential architecture has its traits, restrictions, and shortcomings. One of the
primary drawbacks of this architecture is its current lack of access to traditional
materials, its sensitivity to environmental humidity and, in particular, its susceptibility
to decay, as well as its lack of resistance to fire, termites, and fungi because ofits
extensive use of wood. As a result, several advantages of this architecture's livability
are hidden.

Amlash city is divided into two regions: semi-humid and dry regions and temperate,
humid lowlands with cold summers and winters. While all-around porches and the
presence of hall and loft spaces are typical in this region's rural architecture, sections
of the spaces have been removed in urban design, and a blend of contemporary and
domestic architecture is evident. We may list the following features of Amlash city's
domestic housing: sloping roofs; the house's orientation on the seat; the porch
element's placement; the plan's east-west extension; and its rectangular shape. The
physical features of Amlash city contribute to the subjective qualities of this
architecture's livability, including intimacy, a sense of place, identity, a suitable
standard of living, and the objective quality of the physical structure's compatibility
with the surroundings. One of the most significant aspects of domestic housing in
Amlash city is architectural extroversion and interaction with nature; the porch
completes the connection between the inside and outside of the house. This can be
observed by examining the architecture of the buildings and conducting an analysis of
the houses in Amlash city. These qualities are categorized into three groups by
elucidating the livability of domestic dwelling in Amlash city: physical structure,
function, and relationship with nature. Upon careful examination of the gathered
structures, we can conclude that Gilan's architecture combines elements of domestic
and livable design, with identity, comfort and convenience provision, satisfaction, and
environmental compatibility among its fundamental principles.

Conclusion: The characteristics of domestic architecture and the elements that
contribute to livability and its enhancement are closely related, according to an
analysis of Amlash city's residential architecture through reading the examples that
were formed under the influence of the region's natural and human geography. To
address the question of what impact the components of Amlash's domestic housing
have on livability, we can state that the research's studies have revealed traits like the
physical structure's compatibility with the surrounding environment, a suitable quality
of life, the provision of comfort and well-being, satisfaction, and a sense of place-based
belonging. and identity had the largest correlation with livability in American domestic
dwelling, and the majority of these elements fall within the subjective (intangible-
qualitative) livability category. It appears that, since objective factors play a larger role
in urban livability, livable housing (the second question's answer) requires an
understanding of the local housing elements that can contribute mental factors like
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identity, a sense of place, comfort, and satisfaction. Modern home design is a top
priority in order to make it better. Thus, in order to accomplish this aim, workable
solutions such as educating the public and offering a forum for innovation in the design
and construction of housing, enhancing people's social capabilities, planning, and
particularly researching which seems that designers, residents, and associated
institutions must consider the basic possibilities of developing indigenous housing in
this city. Domestic architectural patterns (such as adding a porch for comfort and
convenience, a sloping roof for identity revelation, and arranging chairs and heights
from the ground up to adapt to the environment) should be preserved and promoted in
a way that is relevant to modern living. It has the potential to provide the city of
Amlash with a feeling of individuality and contribute to the city's shared history, the

topic of another study.

Highlight:

e Livability in addressing the challenges facing citizens means a prosperous,

vibrant and responsive future that provides the right quality of life.

e This requires the achievement of three goals: vibrant communities, a dynamic

economy, and a sustainable environment.
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