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citizen participation, a topic that has been largely overlooked in the theoretical
literature. In contrast, Self-Determination Theory (SDT) emphasizes that
understanding human motivation involves addressing innate psychological needs
for competence, autonomy, and relatedness. By fostering motivation, self-
confidence, and a sense of autonomy among citizens and local communities
through SDT, we can address the missing links that contribute to participation in
ABCD, thereby reducing barriers to engagement. While the ABCD model
focuses on enhancing community participation and prosperity based on internal
assets, there has been insufficient attention to the internal motivations that drive
individuals to participate. Consequently, SDT, which centers on enhancing
intrinsic and individual motivations, provides a valuable framework for
improving participatory processes within ABCD. This research aims to develop
a new conceptual model for expanding citizen participation in ABCD by
investigating the impact of SDT on the advancement of this approach, utilizing
Fairclough's analytical framework.

Methodology: The research methodology combines two qualitative approaches:
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) using Fairclough's framework and Thematic
Analysis (Figure 1). Fairclough's framework is applied at three levels—
description, interpretation, and explanation—to linguistically analyze the
discourses and theoretical foundations relating to Self-Determination Theory
(SDT) and Asset-Based Community Development (ABCD). Through thematic
analysis, categories are identified from the analyzed texts, while Braun and
Clarke's method is employed to determine initial codes, sub-themes, and main
themes in alignment with Fairclough's three levels. This approach allows for a
critical discourse analysis that uncovers both semantic and latent dimensions
within the discourses through thematic exploration.

Results: At the explanation level, ‘space' was identified as the most significant
factor and main theme for advancing SDT within the ABCD model. It was
emphasized that enhancing self-determination and autonomy—core concepts of
SDT—requires active engagement in social spaces. Rejecting hegemony,
fostering democracy, cultivating sustainable motivations, and addressing power
dynamics rely on individuals' presence in these spaces. It is through their
engagement that both individual and social behaviors manifest.
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According to SDT, people possess an intrinsic desire to participate, and this motivation flourishes when conditions
are established that promote a sense of independence and autonomy. Therefore, to effectively integrate SDT into
ABCD, it is essential to create democratic spaces, such as:

e Social interaction spaces e Decision-making spaces e Community self-driving
e Spaces for sharing and e Educational spaces spaces
consensus

These spaces should empower individuals to participate in social decision-making and institutionalize decision-making
authority based on community opinions and needs. The development of SDT necessitates environments where
individuals and groups can share experiences, knowledge, and perspectives, collaboratively address social issues, and
generate joint solutions.Such spaces could include third places, research groups, workshops, local conferences, and
other platforms fostering dialogue, idea exchange, and consensus-building. A suitable environment for integrating SDT
principles into ABCD should promote consensus, education, interaction, decision-making, and autonomy. More
specifically, a "space of language" is essential to effectively weave SDT principles into asset-based community
development.

Discussion: Utilizing Fairclough's analytical framework—comprising description, interpretation, and explanation—
this research developed a conceptual model (Figure 2). At the description level, Self-Determination Theory (SDT) was
introduced, and the challenges associated with the Asset-Based Community Development (ABCD) approach were
outlined.At the interpretation level, six sub-themes were identified as interconnected concepts linking SDT with ABCD.
At the explanation level, the main theme emerged: the creation of democratic spaces—encompassing interaction,
consensus, and decision-making—as the most crucial factor for integrating SDT into ABCD. Notably, the concept of
space and its spatial dimensions are central to the development and application of SDT within ABCD.As discussed at
the explanation level, these democratic spaces must be designed to enable individuals to demonstrate competence,
communication skills, and autonomy, thereby promoting self-fulfillment and motivation. This, in turn, facilitates group
and collective participation. These democratic spaces serve as "spaces of language,” where individuals can share their
lived experiences, thoughts, and perspectives.

The focus of SDT on individuals
and the focus of ABCD on
communities

Challenges of asset
based community
development

Self-determination
theory

Fostering an
cnd()gcm)us
process

Fostering
community
leadership

Paying attention to the issue of power
in SDT and ABCD

Fostering
inclusive
participation

Autonomy

Fig. 2. Conceptual Model of the Research

Conclusion: In the ABCD model, a collective perspective dominates, yet the first step in participatory processes is the
existence of necessary and desirable motivations within the community. SDT explains how to create the necessary
motivations and intrinsic tendencies for participation. The common ground between ABCD and SDT lies in their
rejection of concentrated power, controlled environments, and spaces that oppress citizens. The nature of ABCD, which
focuses on social capital, local assets, and community leadership, and SDT, which aims to foster competence, autonomy,
and relatedness to enhance motivation, can only be realized through the creation of democratic spaces controlled in a
socially decentralized manner. Individuals need space to develop a sense of autonomy and the necessary motivations
for social participation. Space—or more precisely, the "space of language"—is the most important factor in enabling
individuals to express actions, communications, and personal and social behaviors. Democratic spaces that foster
autonomy, decision-making power, and empowerment can promote participatory development within ABCD. These
spaces must be designed to allow citizens to demonstrate their capabilities (competence), determine their destiny
under social leadership (autonomy), and engage in meaningful social interactions (relatedness). Urban planners,
particularly those working within the ABCD model, should consider structural factors such as discrimination, poverty,
and individual motivations, and integrate SDT to reduce conflicts, inequalities, and enhance individual motivations.
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